Shepherd of the Hills – Mission Trip 2012
What is a Mission Trip?
A mission trip is designed to help a specific area of need.  During mission trips, the goal is to leave the place a little better than how you found it.  Mission trips will bind a group together through many different types of experiences.  During this Mission Trip, we will be doing work as well as strengthening our faith.
Where are we going?
We are going to New Orleans, Louisiana, June 11th through the 18th, 2012 (tentatively).
Where will we be staying?
We will be joined with many other teens from across the country, brought together by an organization called Alive in You, which we have participated with the previous 4 years.  We will be sleeping on air mattresses in a classroom or gymnasium.
What will we be doing?
We leave here on Monday, June 11th.  We need to be at our site by early Tuesday afternoon.  We work Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Friday night the Catholic conference portion of the trip starts, which lasts through Saturday.  On Sunday, we leave New Orleans and start heading home.  We will arrive home some time on Monday, June 18th.
Work:  Alive in You does not tell us what type of work we will be doing until we arrive on Tuesday.  No matter what type of work we get, we make the most of it and have the most amazing experiences with it.  In the past, we have mentored to children, painted, cleaned, landscaped and repaired homes.  Through it all, we’ve been able to touch lives in the communities we’ve served in, and in turn, those people have touched our lives – that’s why we do this!
Will we stay together?
Our teens will be working with each other.  This is done to strengthen the relationships among the teens from our parish.  We will also have plenty of opportunities to get to know the teens from the other participating parishes from around the country.
How much?
The price of the trip is $380.  This covers the registration fee from Alive in You, and helps cover some of the additional cost that the parish incurs.  A non-refundable deposit of $80 is needed by January 8th.  An additional $150 is needed by March 15th, and the final payment of $150 is due May 1st. 
Fundraisers
There will be fundraisers this coming year, and all of the participants will be expected to help work at them.  More information will be forthcoming, so stay tuned…
Other things to remember…
Tetanus shots – every 10 years – make sure they are up to date before the trip
Medical history and prescriptions
Single air mattresses are needed
And finally…
This trip is not just the 7 days in June… it is a commitment from now through that time.  When you hand in your deposit, you are saying that you will help with fundraisers, attend the meetings/socials before and after the trip, and follow the code of conduct that you signed.
This experience WILL change your life in some way, if you let it!!!
